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	· Introductory Statement and Rationale

Introductory Statement
This plan was formulated with the involvement of all the teaching staff in SN Muire Naofa..

Rationale

History gives children a knowledge of past human experiences at family, local, national, and international levels.

Through the use of the history curriculum pupils can develop an understanding, appropriate to their age, of time and chronology, change and continuity, cause and effect.

History provides the opportunity for children to acquire skills appropriate to their developmental stages so that they may interpret evidence in a critical way.

Vision and Aims

Vision 

History allows children to explore the past through working as a Historian.

SN Muire Naofa provides opportunities for the children to work this way so they can acquire the knowledge and concepts while simultaneously developing important skills and attitudes appropriate to their individual stages of development.

History can make a unique and vital contribution to harmonious to the development of the child and we hope to achieve this in a truly child-centred education.

(b)  Aims

SN Muire Naofa endorses the following aims of the Primary School History Curriculum:
· To develop an interest in and curiosity about the past

· To make the child aware of the lives of women, men and children in the past and how people and events have had an impact upon each other

· To develop an understanding of the concepts of change and continuity

· To provide for the acquisition of concepts and skills associated with sequence, time and chronology, appropriate to the development stages of the child

· To allow the child to encounter and use a range of historical evidence systematically and critically

· To provide opportunities for the child to communicate historical findings and interpretations in a variety of ways

· To foster sensitivity to the impact of conservation and change within local and wider environments

· To help the child recognise and examine the influences of the past on the attitudes and behaviour of people today

· To foster a willingness to explore personal attitudes and values and to promote an openness to the possibility of changing one’s own point of view

· To encourage the child to recognise how past and present actions, events and materials may become historically significant

· To enable the child to acquire a balanced appreciation of cultural and historical inheritances from local, national and global contexts

a. 

	· Curriculum Planning 

1. Strands and Strand Units

 Infants:

· Myself and my family

· Story

First and Second classes

· Myself and My family

· Change and continuity

· Story

Third and Fourth classes

· Local studies

· Story

· Early people and ancient societies

· Life, society, work and culture in the past

Fifth and sixth classes

· Local Studies

· Story

· Early people and ancient societies

· Life, society, work and culture in the past

· Eras of change in society

· Politics, conflict and society

· Continuity and change over time

Teachers are familiar with the strands and strand units in the history curriculum.

Teachers follow their particular strands and strand units associated with their classes and collaborate with each other on a yearly basis.

The scheme of books, which we select cover a variety of topics from each strand, which ensures continuity and progression from year to year. Teachers develop these topics and others by supplementing them with their own material and other resources from the local environment.

An Audit of local history has been completed and teachers are familiar with the history of the local area.

Teachers refer to the school plan where a change of class occurs or new teacher joins the staff in order to maintain familiarity.



	2. Skills and Concepts Development

The teacher uses a broad range of teaching techniques and classroom approaches when teaching history. The teacher identifies opportunities to use a wide range of evidence with the children throughout the units of work. 

   Junior and Senior Infants 

· Time and chronology

· Using evidence

· Communication

    First to Sixth classes 

· Time and chronology

· Change and continuity

· Cause and effect

· Using evidence

· Synthesis and communication

· Empathy

The teacher ensures that there is a balance between skills development and the acquisition of knowledge in implementing the history curriculum.

	3. Approaches and Methodologies
When implementing the History curriculum the teachers in Scoil Shinchill use;
· Story

· Drama and Role play

· Oral evidence

· Documentary evidence

· Using ICT 

· Personal and family history 

· Using artefacts

· Pictures and photographs

· Use of the environment
By using the above approaches the teacher ensures that the child’s learning experiences in history should

· Arouse enthusiasm and curiosity about the past

· Encourage discussion and questioning, and a critical attitude to accounts of the past and, as children grow older, to the evidence that supported these accounts

· Develop historical skills and wider skills of co-operation, communication and problem-solving

· Engage children in lively, purposeful activity in the classroom and in extensive exploration of the local environment.

Time lines are used through out the school to develop children’s understanding of time and chronology, recognise instances of change and continuity, and develop gradually a sense of perspective in time.



	4. Linkage and Integration 

· Linkage:
            There are opportunities to link one strand with another strand in the history curriculum.
                   There are opportunities to link a strand and a strand unit
There are many opportunities to use a thematic approach across the curriculum including elements of many different subject areas.

· Integration: 
Many content elements in the history curriculum have close links with units in the other curricula.

In addition many skills, such as mathematical and investigation skills will be common to several areas.

A number of factors are necessary for integration to work successfully. These include:

· Systematic planning by the teacher which is consistent and carefully structured to ensure continuity and progression

· Taking careful account of curricular requirements

· The structuring of topic work. Integrated topics work best when they have a single-subject bias or emphasis particular subjects

· Whole school planning to ensure adequate subject coverage and a balanced range of content within each subject

Theme teaching and the use of subject integration will remain important at all levels, but those approaches rely on careful planning by teachers to ensure that the role and distinctive contribution of each subject are realised. 

	5. Assessment and Record Keeping 

Teachers assess the following:

· Progress in children’s knowledge of the past

· Ability to use historical skills

· Development of attitudes

The following assessment tools are used to gather information about a child’s progress:

· Teacher observation

· Teacher-designed tasks and tests

· Work samples, portfolios and projects using such materials as ICT, photographs, story boards, and models 

· Curriculum profiles.

The information gained from these assessments provides essential information about the child’s learning for pupils, teachers, schools, and parents.

Parent/teacher meetings will provide opportunities for parental feedback and will enhance the overall assessment of the child.
Records are kept in the Cuntas Miosuil and information is passed on to the subsequent teachers.



	6. Children with Different Needs 

All history activities are adapted and modified so that all children can participate meaningfully.

The SNA may have a wider role/responsibility during some history activities, especially trips and/or walks.
Teachers will need to plan activities that allow children to undertake tasks appropriate to their levels of ability:

· Applying different levels of difficulty to tasks

· Setting a common task but allowing children to co-operate at different levels

· Placing an emphasis on a variety of strands, strand units or different activities within a strand.

· Grouping children sometimes by ability and sometimes by gender.

The teacher encourages all children to participate actively in the lesson.


	7. Equality of Participation and Access

Equal opportunities are given to boys and girls to participate in classes/activities.

Boys and girls have equal access and opportunities to experience all strands of the history curriculum.

History class is used as an opportunity to integrate the culture of all pupils including international pupils.


	· Organisational Planning

8. Timetable

One hour per week is allocated to the history curriculum in the Senior Class and 30 minutes to infants and the teacher plans accordingly when creating their own timetable ensuring the maximum amount of time is given to this subject throughout the year.

If necessary extra time may be given on occasions to complete projects, visit museums, local historical sites, speakers or local history etc


	9. Resources and ICT

There is an inventory of resources, and equipment available for history and each teacher has a list of these.

Children will have access to the internet under supervision from the teacher and suitable software sites will be designated


	10. Health and Safety

Consideration is given to the following:

· Hidden dangers if children are moving around the classroom 
· Storage facilities
· Ventilation of the classrooms.
· Amount of space for children to sit or stand when doing investigation work.
· Care when handling artefacts, photographs, letters etc.
These steps will be taken if planning a field trip, going to museums etc.
· Explore and get to know the environment thoroughly

· Identify and note potential hazards

· Consult the principal and other teachers

· Choose and prepare for the activities in which children will engage in

· Inform parents, obtain parental consent

· Organise what the teacher and pupils should bring 

· Ensure adequate supervision

· Complete follow up work

· Evaluate the learning experience  



	12. Individual Teachers’ Planning and Reporting

The whole school plan and the curriculum documents for history provide information and guidance to individual teachers for their long and short term planning. 

Teachers will plan using the strands and strand units.

The Cuntas  miosuil will be used by the school to review and develop the whole school plan.



	13. Staff Development

Teachers have access to reference books, resource materials, equipment and websites dealing with history.

School personnel can research new methodologies and arrange demonstrations, opportunities to try out materials and assess whether or not they should be purchased.

Information about in-service courses, school visits, and events are communicated to all.

Teachers are encouraged to attend in-service courses and there is a sharing of the expertise gained from these courses.

Time is allocated at staff meetings to discuss aspects of the history curriculum.

Colleagues who need assistance are given help and advice on preparation and implementation of the history curriculum.



	14. Parental Involvement

Through the following activities parents and grandparents can support their child in fostering an interest in the history curriculum:

· Interviewing people in their locality about a particular time period or specific event.

· By showing children different buildings of particular significance in their local environment

· Giving the children an account of their own family history.

Special events such as visiting museums, displaying of project work etc.

	15. Community Links

Members of the community are involved in supporting the development of the history curriculum in the school through assisting children with projects and providing anecdotal and factual information on local traditions, features, buildings and events and participating in local events eg 100 years of Pullough Church/GAA 125 years/La na gClubanna.


	16. Audit of local History.  See appendix


	· Success Criteria

Teacher’s preparation will be based on this plan.

Means of assessing the outcome of the plan include:

· Teacher/parent/pupil/community feedback

· Inspector’s suggestions/report

These key considerations will be implemented when promoting the history curriculum:

· That history is defined as an attempt to reconstruct and interpret the past rather than the past itself
· That there is a balance between the process (how the child learns) and content (what the child learns)
· That the child must acquire skills and concepts to work effectively as a young historian
· That the curriculum is spiral and developmental in its structure
· That the child engages in studies ranging from personal to local, national and international history
· That history is integrated across the curriculum from Infants to Sixth Class.


	· Implementation

(a) Roles and Responsibilities

The plan will be supported, developed and implemented by all members of staff. 

(b) Timeframe

The plan will be reviewed on a regular basis to discuss any difficulties which may arise.

	· Review

(a) Roles and Responsibilities

All teachers will be involved in reviewing this plan to ensure optimum implementation of the history curriculum. 

(b) Timeframe

This will be reviewed in June 2012

	· Ratification and Communication
This plan will be presented to the Board of Management of SN Muire Naofa in the Autumn term of 2009 for ratification.



